growth of 30 and 133 times. The cloning procedure used here has been described previously (13 widely from 11% to 67%. There is a large interassay variability of growth inhibition (58%), while the largest intra-assay variability is only 24% (Fig. 1) (Fig. 2) .
A large variability of the growth-inhibiting effect of iodide (1 10~4 mol/1) was observed also when two different wild types of FRTL-5 cells were compared with subclones derived thereof (Fig. 3) . In the first experi¬ ment using the wild-type Florence and five subclones, the degree of growth inhibition by iodide varied from 25% to 46%, while the wild-type Miami and its subclone were inhibited by 19% and by 39%, respectively (Fig. 3) . In a second experiment performed with the very next passage of all eight cell populations shown in Fig. 3 , the inhibition of the wild-type Florence and the subclones varied from 38% to 56%, whereas the wild-type Miami and its subclone showed a 31% and a 55% inhibition by iodide respectively (Fig. 4) . Figure 4 demonstrates that the response (Fig. 3) and 31% and 55%, respectively, in the second experiment (Fig. 4) . The (Fig. 4) (Fig. 2) (20) (21) (22) . Moreover, the present investigations demonstrate that the growth-retarding effect of iodide in vitro and in vivo are two fundamen¬ tally different processes. The present experiments were not designed to yield information on the still unknown molecular mechanisms mediating the iodide effect on isolated follicular cells (23) .
